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Section B

Book Foundation
brings acclaimed
author to schools
By Dean Geddes
dgeddes@inkym.com

Finishing a good book often
leaves you wanting more. Most of us
turn to Google for information or additional titles.
But students at Nantucket High
School had the rare opportunity yesterday to speak with author Marita
Golden in an intimate classroom setting after reading her critically-acclaimed novel “After.”
The award-winning author visited the island as part of the Nantucket Book Foundation’s PEN
Faulkner Writers in Schools Program, now in its sixth year.
“One of the biggest questions you
get as an English teacher is ‘Did the
author really mean this?’,” NHS
English teacher Paige Martineau
said. “And it’s been very interesting
over the years to see how the authors respond and what they see
versus what an audience might understand.”
Golden, who has written more
than 15 works of fiction and nonfiction, is the co-founder of the
Hurston/Wright Foundation, a national resource center for black writers. In the afternoon she met with a
broader range of students, not just
those who had read her book, to discuss race and diversity.
“For all the emphasis we have on
testing, for young people to read an
entire book and discuss it with an
author is a really special experience
for the author, as well as the young
people,” Golden said. “When I was in
school we didn't have anything like
this.”
On the surface, “After” is about a
black police officer shooting an unarmed black man, but Golden said it
also deals with broader themes like
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Author Marita Golden, right, talks to Nantucket High School students about writing and social justice Wednesday
afternoon in Paige Martineau’s class as freshman Kimoy Barrett listens.

“The book becomes kind of a launching pad for
talking about bigger topics. I always come away
reassured about the future when I talk to young
people. I always come away renewed and refreshed.”

– Marita Golden
Author, “After”

forgiveness and overcoming tragedy.
“The book becomes kind of a
launching pad for talking about bigger topics,” she said. “I always come
away reassured about the future
when I talk to young people. I always come away renewed and refreshed.”
More mature and modern novels
give students an outlet to talk about
sensitive topics, said Nantucket
High School English teacher Liz
Reinemo, whose students read

“After.”
“The book was definitely mature,
but they were able to tackle difficult
topics and talk about stereotypes
and race. It’s clear these are topics
the kids want to discuss, but they
don’t always have the right venues
to talk about it.”
In the last six years the Nantucket Book Foundation, parent organization of the annual Nantucket
Book Festival, has brought in a selection of some of the top young-

adult authors in the country
through its two major initiatives: its
visiting writers program in the fall
that targets students of all ages, and
the PEN/Faulkner program in the
spring which focuses on more mature topics and themes, and is
geared toward high-school students.
“We believe in the power of words
to change lives,” PEN/Faulkner
board member and Nantucket Book
Foundation president Mary Haft
said.
“We pay for everything. It’s separate from PEN/Faulkner, which is its
own small nonprofit, but it’s completely the same model. The idea
was also to reach as many children
as we could. We brought writers in
that were (geared toward) elementary, middle and high school, and
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Author: Marita Golden visits high school
(Continued from page 1B)

reached literally thousands of
kids.”
Haft is also president of
Nantucket Book Festival and
the driving force behind
bringing the program to Nantucket. She was able to take
the expertise gained from the
PEN/Faulkner
program
based in the Washington, D.C.
and Baltimore area and bring
it to Nantucket with assistance from the Nantucket
Golf Club Foundation and
Community Foundation for
Nantucket, she said.
Over the years students on
Nantucket have had the opportunity to have intimate
conversations with authors
like Laurie Halse Anderson, a
Margaret A. Edwards Awardwinner, and Jacqueline Woodson, recently named the
2018-19 National Ambassador for Young People’s Literature by the Library of
Congress.
This year, Golden’s arrival
on
Nantucket
seemed
serendipitous given the re-
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Author Marita Golden at Nantucket High School Wednesday.
cent vandalism of the African
Meeting House.
“For some of us, it makes
us fight harder to ensure that
diverse voices are heard and
we honor and encourage
every human life,” Haft said.
“And Nantucket is a microcosm of what we see in our

cities everywhere.”
Martineau leads an afterschool book along with middle-school English teacher
Marita Scarlett that focuses
on writers of color and social
justice issues. Although they
have not read “After” as part
of the book club, they couldn’t

miss the opportunity of having an author like Golden at
the school, and took part in
the afternoon discussion.
“The idea of the book club
is to give voice to authors who
aren’t necessarily featured in
the curriculum,” Martineau
said.
“We certainly have books
that feature diverse voices
but to sit down in a group and
be able to talk about it is a really important part of the
reading process. The group itself is pretty diverse and we
thought they would be a natural fit to speak with Marita
Golden.”
Since bringing the program to Nantucket Haft said
she has been “blown away” by
the dedication and passion of
the Nantucket High School
teachers in adopting it and
making it their own.
“It really is a partnership
across both our foundation and
the teams of teachers, librarians and administrators at the
school, who give their time, talent and dedication to make
possible a larger world of ideas
for our island community.”
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