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1843-175 Years Ago
Another account of the loss of the

brig Juno, of this port, states, “the
brig sprung a leak in the head dur-
ing a gale and went down in the
mouth of the St. Francisco River . . .
the captain and the crew took to the
boats, and there is no doubt that the
whole reached shore safely . . . The
whole of the Spartan’s oil has ar-
rived on the island in lighters. She is
stripped to her lower masts and is
full of water . . . A letter form Capt.
Coggeshall, ship Monticello, of this
port, reports her at Maui in October
with 950 barrels.

1868-150 Years Ago
We have heard that several of our

citizens have the western fever, and
talk of going to Omaha. One or two
have already left, and more will soon
follow.

***
Editorial – We do not advocate

the promiscuous engagement of
women in the various occupations of
men, or those usually deemed appro-
priate to men; but there has always
to us appeared a peculiar fitness and
propriety in the admission of women
to the practice of medicine.

1893-125 Years Ago
Here and There – Blackbirds and

robins are with us . . . The construc-
tion of new electric lines is progress-
ing well . . . Another catch of cod and
haddock was made off Tuckernuck
Monday . . . Edward Bennett has
built a new pile driver for Capt.
William Swain . . . Schooner Abel W.
Parker, which grounded on the bar
Sunday, while making the harbor
with a cargo of coal, floated Wednes-
day.

***
Our Beacon Hill Letter – One of

the factors which is responsible for
protracted sessions of the legislature
is the committee-hearing crank. Per-
haps the public does not know it, but
there is a group of Massachusetts
citizens whose only business is to go
to the State House every day, attend
as many hearings as possible, and
speak at them all.

1918-100 Years Ago
The bill to repeal Nantucket’s au-

tomobile-exclusion act has been
passed by both branches of the leg-
islature and now awaits the signa-
ture of Governor McCall to become
effective. That an effort was made in
the senate to kill the bill was not un-
expected, but in the end not enough
votes could be mustered.

***
At the Selectmen’s meeting this

week, Walter Burgess brought with
him in a bag the remains of a fine
Plymouth Rock pullet and her brood
of chicks, which had been killed by
dogs that afternoon. He said the
dogs are in the habit of committing
havoc in his flock, and he thought
there would be no trouble in identi-
fying them. Mr. Burger presented a
bill for the damage done to his flock.

1943-75 Years Ago
Arthur Chase’s book “The Peril at

the Spy Nest” does not include the
name Nantucket, but it is a tale un-
doubtedly woven around this com-
munity. Names of such places as
Sankaty, Old Tom Nevers Head, ref-
erences to the Coast Guard – there
is a thread of local interest all
through these pages. By its title, no-
body needs to be told it is a mystery
story.

***
Here and There – These Nan-

tucket marksmen are good. We un-
derstand that in two competitive
matches, the Nantucket team won
handily and in one of the matches
Harry Gordon shot a perfect score,
hitting the bullseye each time,
standing or prone . . . A deer made
its way into town the other night.
There the poor creature became
prey to a pack of dogs. It must have
put up a terrific fight, but the dogs
killed it and left the carcass torn and
stripped of flesh.

The Power of the Written Word
&
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Onions worthy of starring role in spring dishes
By Susan Simon
Contributing Writer

Onions, in most culinary applica-
tions, are integral to the foundation
of a dish rather than the central in-
gredient. They are an important
part of the Italian – and Spanish –
sofrito and French mirepoix (onions,
carrots and celery), and the holy
trinity of Creole cooking: onions, cel-
ery and green peppers. 
Often recipe instructions will ask

you to start by sautéing chopped
onions and garlic together in butter
and olive oil.
Onions belong to a group of stalks

– yes, they are defined by the part of
their body that show, above ground
– called allium. The genus includes
many important species: onions,
shallots, leeks, scallions, garlic (the
word allium comes from the Latin
for garlic) and chives. 
While foundations that include

some sort of allium are necessary
parts of many recipes, recipes that
use other ingredients to lift up
onions as their featured ingredient
exist, too. How much poorer our lives
would be without French onion
soup.
A majority of onions are tear-in-

ducing when eaten raw. You can
solve the problem of bitter tears
when chopping an onion by perform-
ing the task next to an open flame,
like a gas burner on your stove top.
But onions can also be acidic, salty,
spicy, bitter or sour as well as strong
or mild. 
I think that mostly onions have a

bite that can be unpleasant when
eaten raw. There’s a way to solve
that problem, too. Soak sliced raw
onions in salted ice water for at least
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This classic onion tart from the Alsace Lorraine territory of eastern France

is inspired by one made by chef André Soltner when he was behind the

stove at his renowned restaurant Lutèce in New York City.

In the Kitchen
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The Dreamland’s Theater for
Young Audiences will present “Blue,”
a play about tolerance and accept-
ance, this Friday through Sunday
and April 13 and 14.
The production, with words and

music by Annie Cusick Wood, stars
Nantucket-based actress Susan
McGinnis and visiting actor Howie
Schaal, and is directed by Laura
Gallagher Byrne.
Billed as “a simple story of what

happens when color comes to life”
that “introduces the idea of accept-
ance and difference in an age-appro-
priate and soft-hearted theatrical
experience,” the play is geared to-
ward young audiences, Byrne said.
“In deciding upon the season, I

looked to pieces that both educate
and inspire, as well as appeal to
youth and their families,” she said.
“We seek to present work that is

at once entertaining and thought-
provoking. We hope the work seen
onstage continues in both thought
and conversation long after the cur-
tain falls.”
In addition to the performances

at the theater, Byrne and her crew
will bring the production to several
Nantucket schools in order to ex-
pand the reach of the play and its
central themes and lessons. 
“Going into the schools with ‘Blue’

is an incredible opportunity to share
the important message Annie cre-
ated with this play, which, of course,
supports the Dreamland’s mission to
build community on Nantucket
year-round by bringing people to-
gether to share experiences through
film, art, culture and learning,”
Byrne said. 
“This production captures all the

Courtesy of Dreamland Theater

Nantucket-based actress Susan McGinnis and visiting actor Howie Schaal

in the Dreamland Theater’s production of “Blue,” a play for young audi-

ences about tolerance and acceptance.

Dreamland play “Blue” advocates tolerance

By Dean Geddes
dgeddes@inkym.com

Finishing a good book often
leaves you wanting more. Most of us
turn to Google for information or ad-
ditional titles.
But students at Nantucket High

School had the rare opportunity yes-
terday to speak with author Marita
Golden in an intimate classroom set-
ting after reading her critically-ac-
claimed novel “After.” 
The award-winning author vis-

ited the island as part of the Nan-
tucket Book Foundation’s PEN
Faulkner Writers in Schools Pro-
gram, now in its sixth year.
“One of the biggest questions you

get as an English teacher is ‘Did the
author really mean this?’,” NHS
English teacher Paige Martineau
said. “And it’s been very interesting
over the years to see how the au-
thors respond and what they see
versus what an audience might un-
derstand.”
Golden, who has written more

than 15 works of fiction and nonfic-
tion, is the co-founder of the
Hurston/Wright Foundation, a na-
tional resource center for black writ-
ers. In the afternoon she met with a
broader range of students, not just
those who had read her book, to dis-
cuss race and diversity.
“For all the emphasis we have on

testing, for young people to read an
entire book and discuss it with an
author is a really special experience
for the author, as well as the young
people,” Golden said. “When I was in
school we didn't have anything like
this.”
On the surface, “After” is about a

black police officer shooting an un-
armed black man, but Golden said it
also deals with broader themes like

forgiveness and overcoming tragedy.
“The book becomes kind of a

launching pad for talking about big-
ger topics,” she said. “I always come
away reassured about the future
when I talk to young people. I al-
ways come away renewed and re-
freshed.” 
More mature and modern novels

give students an outlet to talk about
sensitive topics, said Nantucket
High School English teacher Liz
Reinemo, whose students read

“After.”
“The book was definitely mature,

but they were able to tackle difficult
topics and talk about stereotypes
and race. It’s clear these are topics
the kids want to discuss, but they
don’t always have the right venues
to talk about it.”
In the last six years the Nan-

tucket Book Foundation, parent or-
ganization of the annual Nantucket
Book Festival, has brought in a se-
lection of some of the top young-

adult authors in the country
through its two major initiatives: its
visiting writers program in the fall
that targets students of all ages, and
the PEN/Faulkner program in the
spring which focuses on more ma-
ture topics and themes, and is
geared toward high-school students.
“We believe in the power of words

to change lives,” PEN/Faulkner
board member and Nantucket Book
Foundation president Mary Haft
said. 
“We pay for everything. It’s sepa-

rate from PEN/Faulkner, which is its
own small nonprofit, but it’s com-
pletely the same model. The idea
was also to reach as many children
as we could. We brought writers in
that were (geared toward) elemen-
tary, middle and high school, and

BLUE, PAGE 8B
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Author Marita Golden, right, talks to Nantucket High School students about writing and social justice Wednesday

afternoon in Paige Martineau’s class as freshman Kimoy Barrett listens.

AUTHOR, PAGE 5B

Book Foundation
brings acclaimed
author to schools 

“The book becomes kind of a launching pad for 
talking about bigger topics. I always come away 
reassured about the future when I talk to young 

people. I always come away renewed and refreshed.” 
– Marita Golden
Author, “After”
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Ryder Electric, Inc.
Est. 1961

Licensed
Electricians

• Commercial & Residential 
• New Construction & Renovations
• Service Calls
• Lighting Control: 

Lutron HomeWorks & Radio RA2
• Generator Sales & Service: 

Kohler Dealer
• Wind Instruments
• Vacuum Systems

12 Mary Ann Drive
Phone: (508) 228-1496

ryderelectric@comcast.net

mcauleyelectric02554@gmail.com
Lic. # 20304A

Tel/Fax: 508-228-9512
Cell: 508-221-0060

Property Management
Caretaking

Residential Repair
Roof Repair

TNK 
CONSTRUCTION

Al Coffin, Licensed Contractor
Nantucket Family for 12 Generations

508-332-2493

WWiill ll iiaamm MM..  
OO’’KKeeeeffee

EElleeccttrr iiccaall
CCoonnttrraaccttoorr

508-228-5929
Fax 508-228-0132

Dave Ryan
Landscaping
Nantucket

Design Installation & Maintenance
Lawns & Perennial Gardens

Irrigation Systems & Hydroseeding
Walls, Walkways & Patios

Bobcat, Backhoe, & Brushcutting Services  

P.O. Box 302, Nantucket, MA 02554

508-228-8755
DaveRyanLandscapingNantucket.com

ACK.netACK.net

REDUCE
REUSE
RECYCLE

Sponsored by The Inquirer and Mirror

J. MARCKLINGER
Professional Land Surveyor

3 Grove Lane
(310) 945-7054

jomarck@yahoo.com

SURVEYING

METAL WORKM
The Copper Man

II, Inc.
Nantucket, MA

All Flashing & 
Custom Copper Work

Lewis
508-680-2684

508-221-5675 
NANTUCKETMOVINGCOMPANY.COM

ON ISLAND • OFF ISLAND
DELIVERIES • REMOVALS • PACKING

NANTUCKET’S ONLY
ALL-PURPOSE MOVING COMPANY

Insured, Experienced, Local

Business Directory

allgreenack@gmail.com

LANDSCAPING

Full Maintenance 
Services

2 Greglen Ave #307 
Nantucket, MA 02554
Tel: 774-236-0769

allgreenack@gmail.com

508-367-7741
smilehousecleaning.com

SMILE
HOUSE CLEANING

Tara Reid
Principal

Stacy Montes
Principal

Nat Reeder
Principal

Clifford Hansen
Principal

Horoscope
By Geri Giannandrea

Thursday, April 5
In comparison to yester-

day, today’s Sagittarius moon
generates an upbeat, opti-
mistic mood. A lunar align-
ment to Neptune, however,
can make for a slow start.
People may be sleepy, dis-
tracted or late for appoint-
ments. If you have work
projects to accomplish, care-
fully organize your time and
stick to your schedule. Avoid
jobs that are time-consuming,
tedious or detail-oriented. On
the other hand, this day rates
high for dealing with people,
developing sales or promo-
tional campaigns. 

Friday, April 6
A Sagittarius moon sets

the stage for a pleasant day.
Plan to get an early start, be-
cause the moon aligns with
Uranus at 9:36 a.m. and be-
comes inactive. A practical
Capricorn moon arrives at
2:01 p.m., offering an opportu-
nity to catch up on work or
study projects and get them
out of the way. In addition, a

harmonious alignment of
Venus to Saturn, the plane-
tary ruler of Capricorn, urges
you to follow through on
promises you have made to
loved ones. 

Saturday, April 7
The business-oriented

Capricorn moon continues ac-
tive travel throughout the
weekend, making hard work
and handling responsibilities
principal themes. Don’t pro-
crastinate. Now is the time to
handle jobs that require disci-
pline, diligence and focus.
Begin projects before 9:36
a.m., when the Venus-Saturn
alignment culminates. In the
afternoon a lunar alignment
to Mars warns you to avoid
power struggles with others.
Keep it light and focus on the
positives.

Sunday, April 8
Yesterday’s forecast per-

tains to today as well. The
last-quarter phase of the
moon begins at 3:17 a.m. until
April 15, when the new moon
culminates. A lunar align-
ment to Pluto at 9:02 a.m.,

however, intensifies emotions
and may trigger temper
tantrums. Remain upbeat
and don’t act any more than
you have to. After that, plan to
catch up on duties or jobs that
have been left hanging and
get them out of the way. The
Capricorn moon aligns with
Uranus at 10:40 p.m. and be-
comes inactive.

Monday, April 9
At 2:50 a.m. the moon en-

ters Aquarius, prompting a
positive, friendly mood. Be-
cause Aquarius is a people-
oriented sign, this day is ideal
for handling projects that re-
quire input, advice and coop-
eration from others. Group
ventures, community endeav-
ors, team sports and social-
media activities are
highlighted. Network with
others to achieve your goals.

Tuesday, April 10
Despite the fact that the

moon travels in outgoing
Aquarius, an applying align-
ment of the sun to Pluto can
make for a challenging day.
This combination may trigger

unexpected breakdowns, acci-
dents and intense experi-
ences. People may be difficult
to deal with. Finish old busi-
ness rather than starting
anything new. Take time for
meditation and soul-search-
ing. Let go of bad habits, rela-
tionships or beliefs that have
lost their relevance. Open
your mind to new possibili-
ties.

Wednesday, April 11
It may be difficult to follow

routines and handle responsi-
bilities this morning, because
the freedom-loving Aquarius
moon aligns with its ruler,
Aquarius, at 10:55 a.m. and
becomes inactive. On the
other hand, the positive side
of an Aquarius moon makes
for a day that is ideal for
working with others. A Pisces
moon arrives at 2:40 p.m.,
bringing a laidback mood. The
remainder of the day and
evening tops the charts for de-
veloping projects that require
imaginative thinking, intu-
itive understanding and in-
sight.

www.ack.net
Nantucket’s News First 24/7/365

reached literally thousands of
kids.”
Haft is also president of

Nantucket Book Festival and
the driving force behind
bringing the program to Nan-
tucket. She was able to take
the expertise gained from the
PEN/Faulkner program
based in the Washington, D.C.
and Baltimore area and bring
it to Nantucket with assis-
tance from the Nantucket
Golf Club Foundation and
Community Foundation for
Nantucket, she said.
Over the years students on

Nantucket have had the op-
portunity to have intimate
conversations with authors
like Laurie Halse Anderson, a
Margaret A. Edwards Award-
winner, and Jacqueline Wood-
son, recently named the
2018-19 National Ambassa-
dor for Young People’s Litera-
ture by the Library of
Congress.
This year, Golden’s arrival

on Nantucket seemed
serendipitous given the re-

cent vandalism of the African
Meeting House.
“For some of us, it makes

us fight harder to ensure that
diverse voices are heard and
we honor and encourage
every human life,” Haft said.
“And Nantucket is a micro-
cosm of what we see in our

cities everywhere.”
Martineau leads an after-

school book along with mid-
dle-school English teacher
Marita Scarlett that focuses
on writers of color and social
justice issues. Although they
have not read “After” as part
of the book club, they couldn’t

miss the opportunity of hav-
ing an author like Golden at
the school, and took part in
the afternoon discussion.
“The idea of the book club

is to give voice to authors who
aren’t necessarily featured in
the curriculum,” Martineau
said. 
“We certainly have books

that feature diverse voices
but to sit down in a group and
be able to talk about it is a re-
ally important part of the
reading process. The group it-
self is pretty diverse and we
thought they would be a nat-
ural fit to speak with Marita
Golden.”
Since bringing the pro-

gram to Nantucket Haft said
she has been “blown away” by
the dedication and passion of
the Nantucket High School
teachers in adopting it and
making it their own.
“It really is a partnership

across both our foundation and
the teams of teachers, librari-
ans and administrators at the
school, who give their time, tal-
ent and dedication to make
possible a larger world of ideas
for our island community.”

(Continued from page 1B)
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Author Marita Golden at Nantucket High School Wednesday.

Author: Marita Golden visits high school
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